
News from the Management 
 

   
Herstory in Focus 

 

Herstory in Focus was an incredible event.  As one of the guests described: “beauty, strength, joy, 
transformation, courage. So if your goal was to do something that represented the essence of DEWC – I 
think you succeeded ten-fold!”   
 

 

 

 
 
Thank you Fashion Show performers, Wildflower Women of Turtle Island and all staff and volunteers who 
contributed to making this evening such a powerful evening and amazing success.     
 
 
Herstory in Focus is the first fundraising event DEWC has put on since 1983.  Fundraisers can be difficult 
to host as they often have a lot of upfront costs without any guarantee that any money will be made.  In our 



case, most of the costs were donated such as the space, portion of food and beverages, photographer, DJ, 
and Videographer.  In addition we received sponsorships so any of the costs we did have to pay were 
covered.  DEWC raised approximately $20,000 that can go directly to cover our program and food costs. 
 
Staff Changes 
 
We are very sad to see Katherine Dockrill leave her position as Shift Lead at the DEWC Shelter.  Kat has 
worked at the Shelter for 7 years and it going to be missed by many including her co-workers and woman 
who access shelter services.  Thank you Kat for your hard work and dedication!  We wish her all the very 
best in her new position.   
  
Vanessa Smith will emerge from the night and move into the Shift Lead position.  Vanessa has worked as 
a Peer Support Worker in the overnight for four years.   We look forward to working with Vanessa in her 
new role. 
 
We are also very sad to see Debbie Kinequon leave the HR Administrator position at DEWC which she has 
held for just over a year.  Debbie has changed paths and moved on to a position in technology.  We wish 
her all the very best.  Thank you Debbie for all your work at DEWC! 
 
Future of the Emergency Shelter 
 
As you know the DEWC Shelter has operated out of the DURC for over 10 years.  PHS has generously 
hosted the Shelter offering a temporary location to ensure a safe space for women during the night time 
hours.  Unfortunately, DURC recently lost its funding from Vancouver Coastal Health and will close the 
program as of December 31st.  Of course this is a massive lose for the community who access DURC for 
services and supports. 
 
There are implications for the DEWC Shelter as Vancouver Coastal Health leased the space for DURC for 
many years.  The space is owned by Greater Vancouver Regional District (Metro Vancouver).  BC Housing 
is currently negotiating to take over the lease in order to ensure that the DEWC Shelter is maintained in the 
412 space.  Once the lease is established we will be renovating the space to make it more usable for the 
Shelter.  The renovations will be scheduled to ensure the least possible interference with the opening of 
the shelter.  We will also be pursuing the commitment of BC Housing to extend funding for the shelter to 
operate 24 hours.   
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 

 
 
 


