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Reflections on DEWC’s 35 years!

by Chrystal Sparrow

I

n 2007, to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of DEWC, we published a
book called, Reflections of the Downtown
Eastside Women’s Centre DEW Drop In,
assisted by the Community Health Online
Digital Archive and Research Resource
(CHODARR) project and the DEWC Skills
Development Project. A collective of seven
volunteer centre members: Chili Bean,
Emily Boyce, Shurli Chan, Linda Economy,
Pat Haram, Diane Letchuk, and Lisa
Weeks, wrote and edited the book over a
six-month period.
Drawing on 12 years of DEWC
newsletters, they put together a historical
and present-day portrait of women’s
voices, creativity, and activism in the
Downtown Eastside. Using poetry, images
and stories, the book included a brief
history of the centre; descriptions of its
services; portraits of women who use,
work, and volunteer here; and the role the
centre plays in the broader community.
DEWC is now celebrating its 35th
anniversary, and plans to produce a
second edition of Reflections, early in
2014. City of Vancouver Community
and Neighbourhood Arts Development
Program, Service Canada and individual

donations have sponsored the book.
Reflections presents the important
role played by the centre for women
and children in the community through
pictures, documents, poems and news
articles collected over the past five years.
This time, the editorial committee is
made up of eight centre volunteers: Selina
Barton, Chili Bean, Elaine Durocher,
Pat Haram, Audrey Hill, Soo Lee, Joan
Morelli, and Beatrice Starr. These women
understand the important role of the
Centre and Drop-In. They too have
experienced homelessness, poverty and
violence and would like to help other
women. They see the book as a way to
meet the artists and learn about the centre.
share the realities and success stories of
In the second project, women of the
women with the public.
centre
will have the opportunity to review
This can help change the lens of the
the first Reflections book. The editorial
public eye who don’t know who these
committee will incorporate these reviews
women are, understand their day-toand the visual art produced into the 35th
day struggles, or know their beautiful
anniversary edition of Reflections.
personalities. The committee is excited
The objectives of publishing the
to present a strong representation of
new
Reflections are to engage women
women, events, stories, poems, deaths,
to reflect on what the centre
celebrations, from within
means to them through art, to
and outside the centre. The
DEWC is now
Centre Drop-In has helped
celebrating its 35th support each other and work
together, and to celebrate
and changed women’s lives
anniversary and plans the achievements of DEWC
and through hearing their
to publish a second throughout its history.
individual voices we can
The book’s launch will be
edition of Reflections
understand who they are
coupled
with an art show,
and how beautiful each one
early in 2014.
Streams
of
Colour, at the DEWC
of them is.
Drop
In
on
March
14,
the DEWC Wellness
Two activities are planned to engage
women and provide learning opportunities Room from February 10–14, and at the
Silk Purse Gallery in West Vancouver from
and to celebrate Reflections.
February 18–March 3, 2014.
The first of these involves women
Our community partners, including
creating art in all mediums that makes
Aboriginal Front Door, Ray-Cam
a statement on what the centre means
Community Centre, WISH Drop-in Centre
to them. This art will show the many
and Carnegie Community Centre, will
traditions, heritages and cultures of the
Downtown Eastside. The display of the art help us to publicize these important events
will provide opportunities for the public to in the Centre’s history - thanks!

directors’ message:

T

he 2013-14 Board of Directors was elected at
the Annual General Meeting on September
18th. The directors are 14 women: 12 elected by
the women of the centre, one selected by the Elder’s
Council and one selected by our volunteers. Directors
are elected for two-year terms, staggered so that each
year, six members are elected or re-elected.
There were seven positions to be filled at the
AGM and eight nominees. Karen Tomkins, who was
nominated to run for a second two-year term, stepped
down to allow other nominees to be acclaimed, but
expressed her intent to continue to serve on the
Finance Committee and to attend board meetings as
an observer, with the board’s consent.
The new board met for the first time on September
25 and elected their executive. Our 2013-14 directors
are: Madeleine Arkley (cheque signer), Stella August, Shurli Chan,
(co-chair and volunteer representative), Larissa Healey, Karen Lehay,
Anna Marchand (treasurer), Joan Morelli, Shirley Normand, Corrina
Russ,
Priscillia
Tait, Keryn
Todd
(co-chair),
Debbie

DEWC directors 2013-14

Ventura (cheque signer), Shannon Wand (secretary), and a
representative from the Elders’ Council. The Elders’ rep position may
rotate, and has been filled to date by Veronica Butler.
The current directors extend our thanks to all past and current
directors, committee members and volunteers for their generosity
in supporting the important work of the centre. We would
also like to recognize the staff of the centre for their continued
commitment to ensure that we are able to achieve the centre’s
goal of providing basic needs and facilitating positive change for
women and children in the Downtown Eastside community.

volunteer profile:

May Yong

$1,400

by Clarissa Shokraie

Eastside 10K top fundraising runner Garrett Chong from ISI
Branding presented donations of $1,400 to Pamela Lang,
Fund Development Coordinator at DEWC. Thanks to all runners
& supporters for this run and the Scotiabank run in June.

&

Streams of Colour Art Show
Reflections book launch
Celebrating the diverse women’s voices of
the Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre

Feb 18 - Mar 3
Silk Purse Gallery

1570 Argyle Ave, West Vancouver

Feb 10 – 14

DEWC Wellness Room

Mar 14

DEWC Drop-in Centre

M

ay Yong, an
87-year-old
lady, goes to church
every Sunday. She knits
scarves and donates
them to the church.
In 2003, May started
to come to DEWC to learn to make
necklaces, bracelets, ornaments, in an
art workshop for Chinese seniors. One
day in 2005, one of the staff of DEWC,
Miss Lau, asked her if would like to
volunteer in the centre.
May said she couldn’t because she
did not speak English. She had tried to
volunteer other places, and could not
because of language barriers. Miss Lau
explained that there were volunteers
who and could translate for her.
Since then, she has been
volunteering in DEWC’s kitchen. She
is easy going and friendly. She does

whatever she is asked to do,
peeling potatoes, carrots,
onions, cutting vegetables,
spreading garlic butter
on bread, serving meals,
etc. When May started
volunteering, she worked
four hours a week, now she
works eight hours a week.
She lives in a seniors’
home. She says that other seniors
wondered why, at her age, instead of
relaxing and chatting with friends,
she works without pay. Some of them
even tried to persuade her not to work.
However, May thinks that volunteer
work gets her going; she loves the
women and has made many friends.
She likes the staff and volunteers
who always try to help her and make
sure that she is OK. She loves to help
others, and whenever she can, she
helps. The only regret that she has is
not able to communicate with all of the
women, but somehow she manages.

Emergency
shelter provides
relief from streets

A

assaults in co-ed shelters.
and a half are regulars. “It’s definitely a
Most shelter facilities in the area
community of people who care and look
are for men or are shared with men,
out for each other.”
which is unsafe or intimidating for
Staff must be creative and collaborative
women. Staffed by a group of caring
to try to offer the best possible services,
and compassionate women, DEWC’s
especially when faced with high-needs
emergency shelter is open Monday to
women who end up with us because we
Friday, 5:45pm to 8:45am, 24 hours a
are a low-barrier shelter with no intake
day on weekends and holidays.
requirements other than being female.
Women access our shelter because
Often, women are referred to or brought
they experience high levels of
to the shelter with needs beyond the scope
violence, homelessness, addictions and of what we are able to do for them, but
poverty. Many come from other parts
they end up here because most shelters
of BC, or out of province, with an
have more stringent rules and in-take
increased number of younger women
requirements.
Our shelter offers a safe place to
accessing the service.
Also increasing is the
The DEWC shelter sleep, shower, do laundry, and have
number of women with
is challenged by a hot, nutritious breakfast and dinner
seven days a week. Between 150 and
significant mental health
operating in a
200 women use the space each night
issues, who lack adequate
shared space &
for food, shower, phone access, or
supports and services,
having to wake
respite from the street, and 50-60
making them particularly
women
to
return
sleep at the shelter nightly. Often,
vulnerable on the street.
to the street
“People should be shocked
our shelter is at capacity.
at 9 am each
“Very few services treat women
by the level of violence these
weekday
morning.
with the dignity and respect that
people encounter every day,”
they deserve. People’s plates are full
Junie says, “If they aren’t
and agencies are stretched,” Junie said,
shocked by that, they should be.”
and it is difficult to help women move
It may also be surprising that some
beyond the shelter if we don’t have a full
women have been accessing the shelter
since it first opened and continue to come history, possibly not even their real names,
and when staff have “multiple competing
today. Compassionate staff like Junie love
demands.”
building relationships with women of the
The DEWC emergency shelter
shelter, but are saddened to see women
returning time and again. Between a third
continued on page 4

roof over our head and a bed are
things that most of us take for
granted. Imagine how you might respond
if that roof and bed were no longer
available to you or no longer a safe place.
For women in the Downtown Eastside
(DTES), safe, secure, affordable housing is
one of their greatest challenges. Emergency
shelters like the one operated by the
Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre
(DEWC), are meant as a temporary
measure, but too often there are no other
options. Women who access the drop-in
and shelter need better housing
options. For now, we welcome them East is East treats with feasts
and do all that we can for them.
The generosity of our supporters not only con“They are very resilient, very
tributes to our ongoing programs, but allows for
tough,” says Junie Désil, who cospecial treats that are thoroughly enjoyed by the
manages the shelter with Elaine
women of the centre. East is East restaurants have
Bissonnette. Having worked at the
recently begun catering our lunch program once
shelter almost from its inception,
Junie sees the need, and the strength a month, bringing delicious food and wonderful
required to live without the safety of music to create a real party atmosphere. Owner
a secure home.
The shelter grew out of a need
when, in 2006, a group of DTES
women occupied the DEWC
drop-in centre, calling for a 24hour safe drop-in space. The
provincial government agreed to
fund a temporary shelter, open nine
hours a night, then with expanded
hours in 2011 as a result of sexual

Mustafa Reza
and organizer
Amrita Singh
Dhanji (pictured
right) have overseen the special
lunches. There
are two East is
East locations: 3243 West Broadway &
4433 Main Street, www.eastiseast.ca

DEWC emergency shelter

how you can help:
monetary donations

clean & in good repair)
n h ygiene products (menstrual &
our donation makes a difference
incontinence supplies)
to the lives of women and
n toiletries, makeup
children. Tax receipts are available
n a lcohol wipes, hand sanitizer
for donations of $10 or more.
n r eading glasses
nD
 onate online at Canadahelps.org
 VDs, usb/flashdrives
or by cheque or with a direct charge n D
n a rts & craft supplies
to your credit card.
n P lease consider a monthly donation, If you have a donation, but are not
sure if it’s appropriate, please email.
through automatic withdrawals
from your bank account or monthly Drop off/mailing address: Downtown
Eastside Women’s Centre, 302 Columbia
charges to a credit card.
St. Vancouver, V6A 4J1. The best
n L eave a gift to the DEWC in your
time to deliver donations is 2-4 pm
will or estate plan – you will
daily, but donations can be accepted
contribute to a lasting legacy for
9am–5pm weekdays and noon–5pm
future generations of women and
children. For info on planned giving weekends. Please avoid drop-offs
12:30-1:45pm. We are closed the third
please contact us.
Charitable Registration #12989 5959 RR0001 or fourth Wednesday monthly. For
more info on donations, please contact
Thank you for your generosity!
us at 604-681-8480, ext. 226, email:
in-kind donations wishlist
funddevelopment@dewc.ca.
We always accept donations of:
offer your time
n b lankets, bed linens, towels
There are many volunteer
n toothbrushes and toothpaste
opportunities, both on and off site.
n footwear, socks
Please contact us at skills@dewc.ca if
n u nderwear, bras (new/gently used)
you are interested. Believe in what we
n c oats, rain gear, umbrellas
nw
 omen’s clothing (new/gently used, do? Tell others about DEWC!

Y

Thank you to all our donors & supporters!

Unions: BC Government and Service Employees Union, BCNU Vancouver Metro Region,
Burnaby Civic Employees Union, Canadian Labour Congress, CAW 2002 TCA - Airline Local
2002, CAW Local 2200, CAWD104, Compensation Employees’ Credit Union, Compensation
Employees Union, COPE Local 378, CUPE 1816, CUPE Local 1936, CUPE Metro District
Council, ILWU 400, International Longshore & Warehouse Union, RIVA REGION BCNU.
Foundations: Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation, Central City Foundation, CHIMP
Foundation, Freedonia, The Law Foundation of British Columbia, Margaret Mitchell Fund
for Women, Newman’s Own Foundation, United Way of the Lower Mainland, Vancity
Community Foundation, Winnipeg Foundation (The Moffat Family Fund), Zack Family
Foundation. Organizations & Businesses: The Alma Mater Society, Alouetter Correctional
Centre for Women, Atira Housing, Avigilon, Battered Women’s Support Services, BC
Association of Aboriginal Friendship, BC Hydro Employees’ Community Services Fund
(The Hydrecs Fund), Blanket BC, Canada Running Series, Canadian Centre For Policy
Alternatives, Carnegie Community Centre, ClearView Group Consultants, COBS Bread,
Costco, East is East, Eye Design Inc., Fets Whisky Kitchen, Fraserland Farms (Shelly Harris),
General Synod of the Anglican Church, Greater Vancouver Food Bank Society, Hair Kraft
Studio, Harbour Centre Dental, Hollyburn Elementary School, InterCity Packers Ltd, ISI
Branding (Garrett Chong), Kappa PS1 Pharmaceutical, The Keefer Bar, Lion’s Gate Chorus,
Offsetters, Paper Horse Photography, Polygot Software Association, PrintPrint.ca, Provincial
Employees Community Services Fund, Public Service Alliance Canada, RC Palmer Secondary,
Residence Inn Vancouver, Save On Meats, Serena Fashions Ltd, St John Gualbert Church,
Telus Community Affairs, Trees Organic Coffee, UBC Pharmacy, UBC Women’s Studies,
Valley Christian Academy, Vancouver Aboriginal Community PCS, Vancouver Fruit Tree
Project, VCC Faculty Association, West Point Grey Independent School Society, Whole Foods
Market. Individuals: S Aleck, K Aleem, Y Ang, H Antolick, R Arab, A Arenas, J Bader, T
Baragar, J Barbulescu, D Bayne, L Benna, P Benson, S Bicego, J&M Bindon, K Blair, V Blais,
E Bondoc, N Bouchardon, E Bowen, T Bradley, R Brennan, M Brennan, S Brown, A Bryant,
L Burke-O’Flynn, C Burnham, C Byrne, B Calderone, D Campeau, M Cantillon, M Cashin,
S Castle, S Catindig, A Catton, C Catton, J Cawsey, P Cawsey, S Cawsey, P Chahal, W Chen, P
Chong, P Chong, M Chong, R Christensen, E Christensen, A Clarke, R&N Cliff, M Cohen, C
Cole, M Cole, M Collicott, B Cook, A Coppes, A Corcoran, B Cox, P Crawford,

continued from page 3
provides a safe place for women of the DTES, but is
still challenged by operating in a shared space and
having to wake women to return to the street at 9
am each weekday morning. What is really needed is
an expanded safe, women-only space open 24 hours
a day, seven days per week, 365 days a year.
That space and continuity would allow for better
flexibility to store both shelter operational materials
and women’s belongings, to have an information
table or resource materials that
Donor dollars go don’t have to be packed up
and moved every day, to offer
a long way to
the opportunity to sleep in if
helping us do as
they’ve had a bad night or sleep
much as we can. during the day if they were
“It’s amazing when unable to obtain a bed at night,
people can open to give them a sense of comfort.
their hearts and
“It’s difficult in a space that
support us.”
was started as temporary and is
temporarily going on. We need
something more sustainable.” Ultimately, the hope
is that the continuity of service would make it easier
to work with women to try to find them something
more permanent since “shelters are not the solution,
adequate housing is the solution.”
Donor dollars go a long way to helping us do
as much as we can. “It’s amazing when people can
open up their hearts and support us.”

M Crombie, I Cromwell, J Crosby, J Dallas, D&J Davey, K Davison, C de Bellefeuille Defoy,
A Delino, V Delorme, W Dengin, P Denny, R Desprez, P Dickinson, S Dodd, S Dodge, L
Donaghy, J Douglas, K Dowling, K Doyle, J Draper, V Duma, M Dunphy, J&J Edgington,
E Durocher , J Ellison, M Erickson, W Ezzat, K Faith, K Fasan, S Fedder, M Fee, G Flett,
M Forrestal, E Fraser, L Fraser, E Fraser, M Frazer, S Frazer, J Freed, T Freeman, J Gagan,
L Gallant, J Gannon, K Gardner, S Gavin, D Gavin, G Gee, L Gerlach, H Ghanavizchian, P
Giancola, P Gibbons, K Gibson, B Gill, K Git Ping Chen, M Gould, M Greene, L Grime, B
Hall, M Halprin, C Hamilton, A Harley, M Harris, G Harrison, A Herdman, S Hetherington,
L Hiatt, P Hibbitts, P Hinada, D Hodgson, J Hoggan, K Howe, A Huang, G Huenemann, B
Hui, R Hui, S Jaalaid, T Jeffries, GF Johnson, M Johnstone, T Joudrei, M Juanes, J Young, S
Kallstrom, L Kallstrom, F Kam, S Karemakers, A Katsos, R Keith, A Kerr, K Ma , M Kimball,
L E Klassen, S Koniczek, J Korman, D Kovacic, K Ohm-Pedersen, J Kwan (MLA Vancouver),
G LaCounte, J Langen, J Lawrence, L Layton, L Chen-Han, M Lee, B Lee, B Lee, M Lefebvre,
H Leung, R Levasseur, C LeVasseur, A Liem, M Liivam, J Lim, B Lockhart, L Proudfoot, J Low,
T Lum, D Lupini, M Philip, S MacDonald, K Macdonald, L MacFarlane, D MacIntosh, M
Mahjoub, L Mann, A Marchand, J Margolis, J Marques, J Martell, R Marten, N Masahara, D
Matheson, G Mattern, P McAleese, C McDonald, R McDonald, K McDougall, D McKenna, C
McLean, D McLean, L Michael, M Melligan, J Miller, M Miller, R Miller, D Mitchell, C Moric,
C Moses, MD Moshonas, P Munn, S Murphy, E Murray, J Nahirney, M Nelligan, K Neumann,
D Oakley, H Orth, L Anouk Ouellet, D Page, O Panis, M Paquet, C Poppen, H Price, L Quail,
D Quail, D Rae, K Ranalletta, M Rea, A Redman, L Redman, J Renton, E Reyes, K Roach, L
Roberts, J Robillard, K Robinson, M Roch, D Roitberg, B Rose, D Rosenbloom, R Ross, A
Roy, K Runyan, C Russell, L Russell, M Saint, M Sakata, M Sankey, J Sawyer, R Schade, B
Schiedel, M Seely, B Seinen, C&R Seinen, M Seward, E Sharell, E Sherbine, A Shi, K Siirala,
S Singh, W Small, S Smart, R Smart, T Smith, F Smith, J Smith, S Sollis, A Spencer, M Spira,
L Stinson, N Stobbs , R Swan, P Swayne, C Sy, B Tagore, S Tang, P Tang, S Tang, B&J Taylor,
D Thebaud, S Thomas, K Todd, K Tomkins, K Tomlin, B Topham, L Townsend, K Tremills,
T Truong, W Tucker, A Tumbach, C&B Tumbach, S Turcotte, W Turner, W Valdes, M Van
de Keere, R Vander Raadt, V Vishniakoff, L Visser, N Ware, B Webb, U Weissgerber, D&D
Wellwood, R Were, L Wesley, M West, MP Wiesman, A Wilkins, A Williams, LV Wilson, A
Wittman, T Wolfe, L Wong, A Wong, P Wood, B Woodward, P Wright, Dr K Wu, Tams Y, J
Yamamoto, J Yen, M Yoshizawa, F Yu, A Zu, M Zuyderduyn.

