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change for women and children in
the Downtown Eastside since 1978

Message from the Executive Director
What a year it has been
for the Downtown Eastside
Women’s Centre (DEWC).

The extraordinary generosity of this
community continues to astound me,
twenty years after I came to DEWC. At
the drop-in centre, women offer one

If you received our last spring report,

another chairs, a listening ear or kind

you’ll know that this is DEWC’s fortieth

word, and even their own coat or shoes.

year - a significant milestone, and
one that we hold with care, grief and
celebration, and above all, with renewed

Women will always find a way to

dedication to the work.

survive and persist. We see this

Over the years, and particularly now
with the housing and opioid crises

everyday, when women show
up at the drop-in centre and

exacerbating women’s vulnerability,

shelter, and show up for each

we have seen so many women lost.

other.

Alice with Board Member Robin Raweater at this
year’s Herstory in Focus

Just these past few months, we have
mourned the loss of two Elders who

In the next few months, our emergency

won victory, every laugh that rings

were true pillars of the community, and

shelter will be transitioning to 24-hour

throughout the centre, every woman

whose constant and powerful presence

operation, something that has been

who walks through our doors and knows

will be sorely missed. We continue to see

called for by community members for

she is welcomed and safe.

women bear the overwhelming effects of

a long time. We’re coming up to the

systemic abuse, colonial and gendered

holiday season, and it seems fitting in

From all of us at DEWC, our thanks for

violence, poverty, and homelessness in

this season of gratitude to celebrate

being part of the work we do.

the Downtown Eastside. And yet amidst

the realization of what once seemed

the heartache and struggle, we are

impossible, but absolutely necessary.

surrounded by the vitality of women who
continue to fight: who forge community,

As we continue to carve out spaces of

eat together, share what they have with

refuge and relational care for women

Alice Kendall

one another, and demand justice, who

in the Downtown Eastside, we know

Executive Director

make their voices heard.

you join us in cherishing every hard-

NEWS & UPDATES

Women of DEWC instrumental in
calling for safe, affordable housing
Members of the Power of Women group

As the housing crisis continues to take

(which meets weekly at the Centre)

a toll on the city’s most marginalized,

have been actively involved in calling

women are continually invisibilized in

for social housing at 58 W Hastings,

statistics and homeless counts, while

recognizing the urgency of the housing

constantly facing harassment, abuse and

crisis and the desperate need for

renovictions from landlords, as well as

safe, affordable housing for women.

physical and sexual violence. Despite

Community members, including women

this, safe and affordable housing for

of the Centre, have called for affordable

women remains in scarce supply, and

housing on this site for more than ten

gentrification continues to encroach

years.

on existing housing for low-income
populations.
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Our housing worker team
has doubled in size over the
past year, and continues to
grow with the expansion of
the emergency shelter.
The housing program at the Downtown
Eastside Women’s centre supports
women who are chronically and
episodically homeless, or at risk of
homelessness in the Downtown Eastside.
Many of these women face violence
on a day to day basis, compounded by
chronic homelessness, poverty, and ongoing experiences of trauma. Housing

DEWCVancouver

NEWS & UPDATES
staff outreach some of the Downtown
Eastside’s most vulnerable women to
connect them with essential services and
support them to meet their basic needs.

Creativity and resilience on full
display at Women’s Summer Market

“Despite the dreadful state
of the housing crisis in
Vancouver, and especially
the Downtown Eastside,
the housing team works
tirelessly to meet women
where they are at, inspire
hope, and actively support
women to access shelter,
housing, and safety.”
—Zoe, Housing Worker
Women of the community raising their
voices for increased affordable housing

“I just feel rest and relief at
the market.” -A.

to vend safely, generating additional
income, and sharing a sense of purpose
and community pride.

speak from personal experience, with
firsthand knowledge of how housing

The second annual Downtown Eastside

precarity affects women’s safety, health,

Women’s Market ran every Saturday,

and well-being, and how unstable

all summer long, a block away from the

housing only magnifies risk of harm.

Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre.
Amidst the bustle of summer sidewalk

As our housing team continues to seek

traffic, women sold handmade crafts,

stable and secure housing for women in

salvaged treasures, bannock, and baking,

the Downtown Eastside, we lift up the

with women of the Centre involved in

voices of these women, knowing that

hosting and operating the market every

systemic change is vital for their right to

week. On-site activities included yoga

safety - from every form of violence - to

and art, as well as a healing tent with

be respected.

burning sage and meditative quotes.
Women like A., pictured above, expressed

Many women who access DEWC have
suffered immense trauma, especially
Indigenous women, and vending,
working, and crafting for the market is
one of the ways they continue to fight
for their own healing. Cultural safety
continues to be a priority at the dropin centre, recognizing that traditional
and cultural practices are themselves
healing, and that knowledge-keepers
in the community are invaluable to this
work. For more, see page 7.

hope and gratitude for the opportunity

Support the artists and
artisans of DEWC and
join us at these upcoming
markets!

Winter Market
Kitsilano Neighbourhood House
Dec 1, 10 am - 4 pm
Woodwards Winter Market
Woodwards Atrium

Following the Women’s Market,

Dec 6-7, 10 am - 5 pm

women are participating in the
Downtown Eastside Women’s

Women’s Craft Fair

Artisan Collective, exploring creative

Heritage Hall

expression through artisan crafts.

Dec 15-16, 9 am - 6 pm

Come by and support their work!

Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre

DEWCVancouver

The Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre
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HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN

Give a holiday gift to
DEWC this Christmas!

Give the gift of nutritious meals,
basic needs, safe space, and an extra
special holiday for the women and
children of the Downtown Eastside.

The Downtown Eastside Women’s
Centre relies on generous support from
donors to sustain our work.
When you give to DEWC, you’re giving more than a
meal, a place of safety and sanctuary, and essential
needs to women, although all those are vital to women’s

Your giving goes a long way:

survival. As our drop-in centre and meal program remain
underfunded and unsecured by a funding contract,
your contributions directly affect women’s access to

$5 gives a woman a day’s
access to a hot meal, safe
space, and support services

sustenance, nourishment, and support in crisis. In turn,
women can shift from addressing emergency needs to
finding help with housing, counselling, and advocacy,
building skills, and moving from isolation to connection.
The holidays are hard for many who suffer multiple

$150 gives a woman a

degrees of marginalization and have nowhere else to go.

month’s access to a daily hot

mothers and families, as well as a special holiday feast.

meal, safe space, and support

We give out care packages to every single woman. With

services

At the Centre, we host a children’s Christmas party for

your help, we’re able to celebrate the resiliency of our
community: one that is fiercely loyal, affectionate, and
even amidst enduring struggle, lit with laughter and joy.

$750 gives a nourishing
meal for women accessing the
drop-in centre
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“I come to the Centre because
that’s where my family is.”
-member

www.dewc.ca
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

“The Women’s Centre is like a home

DEWC is very important to me. I come

to me,” An interview with Mrs. Li

meet my Chinese friends. I didn’t know

Translated from Mandarin by Hayley, Chinese Seniors Worker

here everyday. This is a place where I
any English or Cantonese, but after I
started coming to the Centre, I’ve started
learning some!

Mrs. Li is one of the many Chinese

Mandarin. I was happy that she spoke

seniors who frequent the Downtown

my language, and now I come back to

Eastside Women’s Centre and call

see others I can talk to. I also come to eat

The Chinese Seniors Outreach

DEWC their home away from home.

lunch.

program provides translation,

Many of the seniors live in Chinatown,
which is located in close proximity

referrals, advocacy, housing

What does DEWC mean to you?

to the Downtown Eastside, and face

assistance, and support to seniors
living in Chinatown and the

isolation, language barriers and housing

The Women’s Centre is like

uncertainty due to gentrification.

a home to me: somewhere

Downtown Eastside.
Involved in the Centre since its

Despite the difference in languages,

to eat and drink, to see

Chinese seniors make up a key

others. I’ve never felt lonely

contingent of the DEWC community,

here because even though

and shape the Centre’s lively

and can be found helping in the kitchen,

I don’t know English, I feel

social life.

cleaning plates after a busy lunch rush,
and greeting other women with smiles.

included.

How did you first come to DEWC?

I love the Centre because people here

inception, Chinese seniors continue to participate, volunteer,

care about the seniors. Staff take care
In 2014, I came here from China. I

of the seniors and make sure they have

started coming to the Women’s Centre

the supplies and toiletries they need

in 2015. Other people in Chinatown

when they come to the Centre. At the

told me that I can come to Chinatown

community kitchen [that the Chinese

to meet others, that I can find support

Seniors Worker runs], it’s a mixture

there, and that I won’t be lonely. I was

of Cantonese and Mandarin speakers,

outside the Women’s Centre when one

and we need to speak slowly so we can

of the workers invited me in, speaking

understand each other. There are many
activities to take part in.
From the archives: DEWC brochure from the 80’s

Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre
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DONOR & FUNDER CORNER

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our
third annual Herstory
Thanks to the generosity of

in

Focus event!

Thank you, sponsors:

Community partners:

our sponsors, community
partners, and donors, we
raised over $65,000!
In-kind donors:

Our third annual Herstory in Focus, hosted

London Drugs - Woodwards

at the Vancouver Art Gallery, featured

Sunflower Florist

the women of the Centre in a live fashion
show, showcasing their inner essence,
style, strength, cultural pride, and sense

Fashion show sponsors:

of empowerment fostered through

Carolyn Bruce Designs

community.

Two of Hearts
Sympli

We are overjoyed by the outpouring of

Kersh

support, and honoured to have shared

Plum

some of the stories that make up

Devil May Wear

the fabric of the Downtown Eastside

Press

Women’s Centre. Our heartfelt gratitude

Shelley Klassen / Blushing Boutique

to everyone who participated in making

Spencer + Shaw

the event a success!

Yifat Jovani
Tenth & Proper

“My inner essence is reflected in the butterfly, a symbol
of transformation of women all over the world: from being
suppressed to free.” —Priscillia
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#DOITFORDEWC

Scotiabank Half-Marathon and 5K &
Eastside 10K keep support running strong
Thanks to everyone who ran, fundraised,

expand awareness of the work we do.

crowdsourced, and donated in the

Fundraisers do everything from hosting

Scotiabank Half-Marathon & 5K and

garage sales to making and selling

the Eastside 10K, both of which raise

baking, treats, and crafts. The Eastside

significant funds for DEWC each year.

10K takes place each September, with

Your hard work contributes tangibly to

a fundraising and donation component

the work of the Centre and strengthens

supporting charities in Vancouver’s

our community of support!

eastside.

The Scotiabank Half-Marathon &

For more information about either run

5K takes place every June, and is a

and how to register, email

crucial way for our organization to

engagement@dewc.ca.

rally donations, multiply impact, and

Flying the extra mile: Air Transat flight
attendants donate amenity pouches to DEWC

A big thank you to Lisette, Annie, and
Paloma of Air Transat for collecting
new and unused toiletries, snacks,
and other travel items from various
flights, and putting together amenity
pouches for the women of the dropin centre and emergency shelter. Your
thoughtfulness and resourcefulness are
much appreciated!

Interested in running a donation
drive for DEWC? Check our
holiday wishlist at dewc.
ca/holiday. We will only be
accepting new items until
January 1.

Fourth annual All Women
Composers Concert a
feast for the ears (and
stomach!)
Our thanks to Anne, a friend of the
Centre, for hosting yet another stunning
Women Composers Concert in support of
DEWC, and treating women of the Centre
to a marvelous experience. “It was a
truly special night - just what I needed,”
said one member. Email engagement@
dewc.ca to be notified of next year’s
Women of DEWC with Magali, Fundraising & Communications Assistant, being treated to dinner with concert proceeds. This year, the Women Composers Concert raised over $1400 for DEWC!

Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre

DEWCVancouver

concert date.

The Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre
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Creating and crafting for cultural healing:
The Downtown Eastside Women’s Artisan Collective
honours knowledge and practices within the community
with words from Ishta, Market Coordinator
The Downtown Eastside (DTES)
Artisan Collective is a new program,
developed from the work of the Women’s
Summer Market, intending to bring
crafting opportunities to women in the
Downtown Eastside. Through the DTES
Artisan Collective, women explore and
develop their creative expression with
traditional and non-traditional artisan
products, including sage bundles, feather
fans, cedar earrings and medicine bags,
as well as bathbombs, soaps and salves.
The program is two-fold, with a peer
focus: giving women of the community
access to craft circles and workshops, as
well as providing teaching opportunity
for featured artisans who are actively
producing their own beadwork,
leatherwork, or other crafts.

In this way, the DTES
Artisan Collective honours
the knowledge-keepers
and wisdom that women
hold within the Downtown
Eastside community,
offering support for their
practice and creating
pathways to share their
generative and healing work.
Many, if not all women participating in
program have experienced multiple and
ongoing traumas, which creates unique
challenges for their day-to-day life.
Creative practices, shared with others,
restore cultural connection, building

Top: Beading regalia with the Elder’s group. Bottom left: Beautiful handmade crafts made with the Downtown Eastside Women’s Artisan Collective. Bottom right: Wrapping up a cedar weaving workshop.

collaboration, accomplishment, capacity
and pride. We hope this project will

continue to grow in the days to come, giving women’s creativity room to flourish.

The Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre

www.dewc.ca

302 Columbia St. Vancouver, BC V6A 4J1

Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre

Unceded Coast Salish Territory
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604.681.8480
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