
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SAFETY
       SISTERHOOD
              SANCTUARY

 

A word from our Fundraising team:
During the holidays, there is messaging everywhere
focusing on celebrating family, friends and abundance,
but for many in our community these things are not
easily available, and the reminders of absence and
loss can make this time of year difficult for our
members. DEWC staff and volunteers work to bring
joy, celebration, and community to our members, and
we rely on you - our donors and partners - to be able to
achieve this. 
We are sincerely grateful for the on-going generosity
that we see all year: individuals contributing monthly,
families or friends organizing fundraising events, and
businesses or foundations contributing to support our
services. We are especially thankful for the outpour of
kindness that we witnessed during this season and
this year we are again calling on you to help. While the
emergency responses to the COVID pandemic are
more and more behind us, the impact is still very
evident in the Downtown community. The rates of
violence and homelessness skyrocketed and have not
come back down. The need for DEWC services and
programs has almost doubled in the last two years.
We are seeking your support to ensure we can meet
the needs of the women during this holiday 
season. 

Toiletries: 
- Lip balm & hand cream 
- Make-up (new) & make-up bags 
- Body wash, toothbrush & toothpaste 
- Hair brush and combs 
Clothing: 
- Gloves, scarves, hats 
- Underwear & socks 
- Pajamas (S, M, L) & slippers 
- Throws & blankets 
Christmas chocolates & cookies 
Toys: 
- For 1-5 years / 6-9 years 
Teens: 
- Gift cards 
- Sporting goods 
- Backpacks & school supplies 
- Art supplies 

Christmas Wishlist:
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COMING UP
CHRISTMAS IS AROUND THE CORNER!

For many, December is a very special time of the year,
but it can also be difficult for women in the community.
During this time, we work to ensure that any woman
who walks in our door feels nurtured, safe, and cared
for. 
To support women within our community during the
season, DEWC organizes several parties and events.
We host our annual party for women and their children,
host an appreciation dinner for the volunteers who help
make DEWC possible, hold holiday meals across all of
our sites, and of course, Santa will be visiting women at
the shelters. This year over 700 women and children
will be attending these events, where we hope everyone
will be receiving a gift or care package - adding some
cheer to their holiday! 

Make a donation to help us provide for the special 
holiday meals 
Fundraise for us: You're organizing an end-of-the- 
year event at work or with your friends? You can 
raise funds for us 
This holiday season, donate in honour of a friend 
or family member, and give a gift that nourishes 
and empowers women! 

How can you help?

Find out more: dewc.ca/waystodonate
or contact tyra.gilbert@dewc.ca for any questions



A SUMMER FOCUSED ON TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
In the last week of September we celebrated Truth & Reconciliation
through a series of events to educate, reflect, grieve and heal.  

The ceremony was opened by Elder Rita Blind, and Cease Wyss, an ethno-
botanist and storyteller. Art workshops, dance performances and movie
screenings were offered for women. We closed the week with
performances from rapper JB The First Lady and dancer Peter White.  
We also chose to highlight some of the teachings from the report Red
Women Rising sharing a series of educational posts throughout the
summer from Indigenous Peoples’ Day to National Day of Truth and
Reconciliation. All posts can be found on our social media sites. 

Under Armour Eastside 10k Run: 
a record edition! 

This year’s Eastside 10k Run was
our most successful to-date. We
raised a total of $14,503.58 to
support our meal program and help
us provide over 900 meals every day
to the women in the Downtown
Eastside. We are beyond grateful for
the run organizers who selected
DEWC as one of the four charities,
and for the runners and their
supporters who donated to the
Downtown Eastside Women’s
Centre.   

Mid-Autumn Festival
celebrations 

On September 10th, the Downtown
Eastside Women’s Centre along with
Carnegie Community Centre, Ray
Cam Community Centre, Vancouver
Second Mile Society, Yarrow
Intergeneration Society and SRO-C
created an event to celebrate Mid-
Autumn Festival (also known as
Mooncake Festival). Our staff also
prepared a special meal on this
occasion. Michelle, a member of our
Chinese Senior Program, 
performed with her 
Tai Chi and Martial 
Arts crew. 

Introducing: Florence (aka Melinda) 
Florence has been volunteering with DEWC
for 5 years! She first started volunteering
when she became sober and working with
DEWC has helped her throughout her 5 years
of sobriety. She does peer support work in
the clothing room, serves meals, as well
offers ESL classes to other women. These
classes are crucial to lots of women who
attend our services and who suffer from the
language 
barrier in their 
daily life. 

LOOKING BACK

Violence against women in Hastings
encampment: our statement 

Along with other women organizations,
DEWC issued a statement to bring the
public’s attention to the rising number
of assaults in tent cities reported by the
women we serve.  

“With every tent city, we see a dramatic
increase in gender-based violence.
Women are threatened, harassed,
beaten, and raped. Their access to our
sites is made difficult if not impossible.
Our officials need to do more than a
mere acknowledgement of the situation”  

Alice Kendall, Executive Director

Read full statement on our website.

Mai, staff member 
and proud finisher of 
the run
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"The best part of 
volunteering is knowing I've 

helped someone in the simplest 
way; knowing they went away 

feeling better about themselves. 
Sometimes the center is the only 

place of refuge. Every 
minute/hour/day is different, all 

creating an emotional 
rollercoaster of memories!"

Florence 

"I admire the Downtown 
Eastside, I admire y'all, you 

have such a resilience, such 
strength, such beauty, even 

though there is so many things 
against us, WE ARE STILL 

HERE!"
JB The First Lady 


